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Study and development of the technic to detect the arc fault on the
photovoltaic string
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Abstract

Recently, the residential photovoltaic generation systems are equipped over 1 million in Japan. It is believed that the
photovoltaic generation systems are safe and maintenance- free. But, in Europe, the fires by the arc faults of photovoltaic systems
have been discussed at least 7 years ago. In Japan a few fire faults of the residential use photovoltaic systems by the photovoltaic
module failures began to be reported too. Especially, the electric arc is the worst cause of the fire of photovoltaic systems. Because,
the arc temperature is very high. It is over a few thousands degrees. The photovoltaic generation systems have to be kept safe. So,
the fast detection and breaking the electric arc in the photovoltaic generation systems is important to be the damage smallest .In this

paper, the method to detect the electric arc by using a CT, a simple amplifier, and to stop the current to the arc by breaking a relay is

reported. It is law cost and very simple circuit.
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(a) Arc conceptual diagram (c) Positive column cross section
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Fig.1. Structure of electric arc, voltage
distribution and cross section
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Fig.2. The temperature distribution of arc
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Fig.3. Arc cut-off constitution conception diagram
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Fig.4. Confirmation of the conduction noise detection
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Fig.5. Arcing experimental circuit sketch and arc generator
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Fig.6. Measurement results
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Fig.7. Circuit configuration diagram of arc breaker
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Fig.8. Arc existing area
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